Walk together, talk together - joining in journeys to healing and justice
CLCs provide free legal services to the disadvantaged because they believe that
everyone should have equal access to the law and to the justice system. CLCs
also advocate and act for change where change is needed to ensure that all
peoples' legal rights are equally protected, that past injustices are righted and new
injustices are prevented. This is the core work of CLCs and it is done in many
different ways.
The 2013 National CLCs Conference will include sessions on why constitutional
recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures is
essential and how we can help realise that goal, and the role and importance of
healing as part of reconciliation. The processes of recognition, healing and
reconciliation are felt to be essential by many of Australia's First Peoples; but
these concepts hold lessons for all of us in our work with people who have
suffered trauma, people who have not had their voices heard or had their wrongs
redressed. For example, how can our understanding of these processes be used
to support the survivors of child sexual assault in the context of the Royal
Commission?
The Conference will showcase some of the great work that CLCs are doing now,
individually, and in collaboration and partnership with colleagues from Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander and Family Violence Prevention legal services, Legal
Aid, the private profession, government and other NGO agencies. We will
celebrate CLCs’ commitment to collaborating and working towards shared goals:
the experiences and insights of our shared journeys.
But the Conference will also question, challenge and confront. Are we listening
and responding to our communities, to the peoples most in need, and answering
their needs? How can we do things better? What else should we be doing? What
needs to change in ourselves and in the laws, policies and practices around us?

