A Barometer for Change:
Provision of Services to Male
Victims of Domestic Violence

“We must be open to our own blinkers and refuse to simplify the
complexities of our findings, even if this means we ask questions that
might be uncomfortable.”
Elizabeth Stanko
The purpose of this presentation is not to take away from the
seriousness of violence and abuse experienced by women but rather to
promote an open discussion as to whether the current court support
services that are available to women should be expanded to include the
provision of services to male victims of domestic violence.

What is Domestic
Violence?

DV occurs when someone in an intimate or
familial relationship attempts to gain and/or
maintain power and control over another
through a wide range of abusive
behaviours:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PHYSICAL
VERBAL
SEXUAL
SOCIAL
FINANCIAL
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY
PSYCHOLOGICAL
SPIRITUAL/CULTURAL
STALKING

Men as Victims of
Domestic Violence.

•

Although domestic and family violence is more commonly
experienced by women it is experienced by men as well.

•

The Australian Bureau of Statistics Personal Safety
Survey in 2006 found that:
– 29.8% victims of current partner violence since the
age of 15 were male;
– 24.4% victims of previous partner violence since the
age of 15 were male.

NSW:
•
In 2005 the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and
Research found that 28.9% victims of domestic violence
related offences recorded by NSW Police between 1997
and 2004 were male.
•
In 2007, 2,336 women appeared in court on domestic
violence charges, compared to around 800 in 1999.
•
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research
figures from 2010 show that 30.8% victims of domestic
violence related offences recorded by NSW Police were
male.

Men as Victims of
Domestic Violence Cont.

QLD:
• In 2005 the QLD Crime and Misconduct Commission
found that 32.6% victims of family violence reported to
the police were male.
• In 2009 the Department of Communities reported that
40% of domestic and family violence protection orders
issued by the Magistrates Court were issued to
protect males.
VIC:
• In 2008 the Victims Support Agency found that 31% of
persons admitted to Victorian public hospitals for
family violence were male.
SA:
• In 1999 the Interpersonal Violence and Abuse Survey
found that 32.3% of victims of reported domestic
violence by a current or ex partner (including both
physical and emotional violence and abuse) were
male.

Who Are The Male
Victims of Domestic
Violence?

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Husbands and Partners;
Fathers;
Grandfathers;
Sons;
Brothers;
Uncles; and
Cousins.

Women’s Domestic
Violence Court
Advocacy Program.

Legal Aid NSW administers NSW
Government funding for 28 Women’s
Domestic Violence Court Advocacy
Services, providing services in 108 Local
Courts around New South Wales.
The program assists women and children
who have experienced or who are
experiencing domestic violence to obtain
effective legal protection from New South
Wales Local Courts through applications for
Apprehended Domestic Violence Orders
(ADVOs). The services provide information,
assistance and referrals to social welfare
organisations.

Women's Domestic Violence
Advocacy Program
Fact file 2010 - 2011

Provided services at 108 courts
Provided 73,765 services to 21,219 clients across NSW (a 25% increase on
last year)
10.2% of clients were Aboriginal women

21.2% of clients were women from backgrounds other than English
speaking
55% more interim and final orders were made than in 2009

Domestic Violence
Practitioner
Service.

The Domestic Violence Practitioner Service
(DVPS) is a statewide specialist service funded
by Legal Aid NSW. Private lawyers are paid to
assist women and children experiencing
domestic violence in court proceedings.
The private lawyers give free independent
advice to women, including police clients, on
ADVOs, family law, care and protection and
victim’s compensation matters.
The private lawyers can prepare a matter and
represent women in court in private ADVO
applications. This includes cross applications.

Court Support Services
Available to Male Victims
of Domestic Violence

• There are currently very
few court support services
available to men.

Overview of Domestic Violence Services in
Australia

Overview of Domestic Violence Services in
Australia Directed Towards Men

Does the Lack of Court
Support Services for Male
Victims of Domestic
Violence Lead to Less
Positive Court
Experiences and
Outcomes?
HCLC AVO Duty Service

Case Study:

Adam was assaulted by his former partner Kathy, and police
applied for an ADVO against her. Adam and Kathy have a
three year old child together and there are current proceedings
before the Federal Magistrates Court. Kathy does not have
any contact with their child.

Adam approached the HCLC Duty Solicitor and was unaware
why he was at Court. Adam had not spoken with police since
they had applied for the ADVO against Kathy and had not
been contacted the Domestic Violence Liaison Officer
(“DVLO”).
Further Adam advised that he had not been referred to any
services that could assist him.
The HCLC Duty Solicitor was able to assist Adam by
explaining the Court process to Adam and providing him with
advice in regards to his family law matter and a referral to the
HCLC Family Law Program. In addition the HCLC solicitor was
able to bring Adam’s matter to the attention of the Police
Prosecutor and the matter was finalised shortly thereafter
meaning that Adam did not have to wait for an extended period
of time at Court with his child.

Does the Lack of Court
Support Services for Male
Victims of Domestic
Violence Lead to Less
Positive Court
Experiences and
Outcomes - cont.
HCLC AVO Duty Service

Case Study:
John was assaulted by his current partner, Jane.
Police had applied for an ADVO against Jane. Jane
had recently given birth to their first child and John
and Jane were trying to work on their relationship.
John did not want the police to pursue the
application as he felt that it would make his
relationship with Jane more difficult and he did not
want Jane to have a criminal record. John had not
been referred to any support services.
The HCLC Duty Solicitor was able to assist John by
providing him with information about ADVO’s,
advising him as to the nature and effect of the AVO
advising him that Jane would not have a criminal
record – only if she breached the ADVO – which
allowed John to be fully informed.

Does the Lack of Court
Support Services for Male
Victims of Domestic
Violence Lead to Less
Positive Court
Experiences and
Outcomes – cont.

Case Study
Eric had recently separated from his partner,
Tony. Since their separation Tony had started
following Eric and sending him abusive and
threatening SMS’s.

HCLC AVO Duty Service

Tony was represented by Counsel at the Local
Court. The HCLC Duty Solicitor was able to
provide advice and representation to Eric and
represented Eric at a final hearing in the Local
Court.

Eric reported Tony’s conduct to the police who
did not take any action. Eric made an application
for a ADVO through the Local Court.

At the hearing the Magistrate made a final order
protecting Eric.

Does the Lack of Court
Support Services for Male
Victims of Domestic
Violence Lead to Less
Positive Court
Experiences and
Outcomes – cont.

• It is arguable that these
clients would have been
benefited by being assisted
by a court support service.

CLCs as a
Barometer for
Change?

• Should the lack of services
for male victims of
domestic violence be an
issue for CLCs?
• How should CLCs address
the issue:
– Advice and representation;
– Community Legal Education;
– Law Reform.

